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body and its members decay and perish; they,
therefore, cannot be called eternal. They are
objects, not the subject, they cannot constitute
the eternal subject, the Self. Besides this coarse
body, however, which perishes at the time of
death, there is, as the Vedantists imagine, another,
called the subtle body (sukshmam $arlram), con-
sisting of the vital spirits, the faculties of the
senses and the manas (the mind). This subtle
body is supposed to be the vehicle of the em-
bodied soul, and the soul Is supposed to dwell in
it after death, till it is born again. Of course, no
Indian philosopher doubts the fact of transmigra-
tion. It is to him as certain as our migration
through this life. The physiological details of
this migration or transmigration are often fanciful
and childish. How could they be otherwise in
those early days ? But the broad fact of trans-
migration remains unaffected by these fanciful
details, and it is well known that this dogma has
been accepted by the greatest philosophers of all
countries. Nor do these more or less fanciful
details affect the broad outlines of the Vedanta
system as a philosophy, for when the full truth